All Mexican-American female respondents identified themselves as non-users of smokeless tobacco. Of the Anglo-American females, 1 (.008%) indicated that she used snuff, and 3 (2%) disclosed that they consumed chewing tobacco. Thirty-three percent of the Anglo-American males and 18% of the Mexican-American males stated that they used smokeless tobacco products. A Chi-Square analysis showed this difference to be significant (' 2 = 3.84, p < .05).
Implications of these findings are discussed. Mexican-Americans are the second largest and fastest growing ethnic-minority group in the the United States [7] .
Given the oral cancer risks associated with smokeless tobacco use [10] , it is important that smokeless tobacco researchers investigate consumption rates among Hispanics.
This information could be used to target specific populations for intervention.
METHOD
In order to assess the extent of smokeless tobacco consumption by Mexican-American university students, selfreports were collected from students attending a state university in New Mexico.
Forty percent of the students enrolled at this university were Mexican-American [7] . American male respondents whose ages ranged from 16 to 61.
The median age of this group was 23.
RESULTS
Of the female respondents, only one (.004%) AngloAmerican identified herself as a snuff user. Eight AngloAmerican females (6%) and 4 Mexican-American females (4%) tried snuff, but were not users.
Although none of the Mexican-American female participants reported using chewing tobacco, 3 (2%) of the Anglo-American females indicated that they tried chewing tobacco. Nine Anglo-American females (7%) and 1 MexicanAmerican female (1%) reported trying chewing tobacco.
Thirty-one (25%) of the male respondents used smokeless tobacco. Seven (5%) identified themselves as snuff users.
Eleven (8%) indicated that they used chewing tobacco and 13 (10%) of the males reported using both snuff and chewing tobacco.
Of the Anglo-American males, 20 (33%) used smokeless tobacco, 5 (8%) reported using snuff, 6 (10%) indicated they chewed tobacco and 9 (15%) of this group used both snuff and chewing tobacco. Likewise, 12 (18%) of the Mexican-American Of the Anglo-American males, 64% indicated that a friend encouraged them to use smokeless tobacco, and 21%
reported that a sibling encouraged their use. Of the Mexican-American male users, 38% were encouraged by a friend to take up the habit, and 33% disclosed that they were encouraged to use smokeless tobacco by an athlete.
The most frequent reason Anglo-American males gave for their use of smokeless tobacco was enjoying the taste (45%). Their proportion in the sample was similar to their representation in the student body as a whole.
Consistent with other investigations of smokeless tobacco consumption by college and university students, use by female students was found to be negligible [1, 4, 5, 12] .
The responses of male students in this survey suggest that their rates of smokeless tobacco consumption are similar to those found for male college and university students in the of the 916 male respondents indicated that they either had used or were currently using smokeless tobacco. As part of a national study, Glover, Johnson, Laflin, Edwards, and
Christen [3] surveyed 314 male university students in Arizona; 27% of those respondents indicated that they used smokeless tobacco. Likewise, 27% of 84 male students attending a state university in southwestern New Mexico indicated when surveyed that they consumed smokeless tobacco [12] .
Smokeless tobacco prevalence rates for male college 10 students in the southwest appear to be similar to national prevalence rates for male college and university students.
Glover, Laflin, Flannery, and Albritton [4] surveyed a national sample of approximately 2,947 male college and university students about their smokeless tobacco consumption, and reported that 22% of the respondents identified themselves as smokeless tobacco users.
In this study, smokeless tobacco consumption rates for Anglo-American males were higher than those found for
Mexican-American males. This pattern is the converse of that reported by Glover et al. [4] . These investigators collected self reports dealing with smokeless tobacco use from a national sample of 5,894 college students. Half the sample were male and half were female. Fourteen percent of the Mexican-Americans and 12% of the Anglo-Americans in that survey either dipped snuff, chewed tobacco, or used both snuff and chewing tobacco.
The rate of smokeless tobacco use for Mexican-American males in this study was 18%. This rate was higher than that found for Mexican-American males attending a high school located in the same region as the university where this study took place. Lopez and Hamlin [13] found that 7% of 179 Mexican-American male high school students reported using smokeless tobacco. years, education about these products and their potential effects should be provided to students as young as nine years of age. Several researchers found that informed individuals are less prone to use smokeless tobacco than those who are unaware of the health risks of these products [17, 18] .
Since effective smokeless tobacco cessation programs have not been developed, more research on cessation techniques is also needed [19, 20] .
l3
